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Wotden Seckel Pear. 


HIS beautiful Pear was originated by Mr. Sylvester Worden, 
of Minetto, Oswego County, N. Y., the originator of the 
noted Worden Grape. 

It is a seedling of the Seckel, which for many years has been 
conceded by pomologists to be the standard of excellence. 

This seedling we consider to be fully equal in quality to its 
famous parent, which it much resembles in flavor, is equally as lus- 
cious, more juicy, and with an aroma equally as rich and inviting; 
while in size, color, form, and appearance, it 1s decidedly superior. 
Grown under like conditions, we think it will average a half larger. 
In color, when well ripened, it closely resembles Clapp’s Favorite, 
but is a little brighter red on one side, and a light golden yellow on 
the other, sprinkled with very faint russet dots, with a skin that is 
usually as smooth and waxy as if it had been vanished. It is more 
oblong than Seckel. 

Its long, slim, willowy stem discounts the effects of severe winds, 
which are so disastrous to many otherwise valuable varieties. 

Originating as it did in the cold section near Oswego, where it 
seems to stand the climate perfectly, even the young, tender shoots 
having escaped injury, and having borne abundant crops for eight 
successive years, since it reached a bearing age, we feel justified in 
the conclusions that it is a very hardy variety, and will endure any 
climate which will admit of Pear culture. 

It is a more upright and rapid grower than the Seckel. 

Its foliage is strong and abundant, and remains on the tree until 
killed by frosts. 

The tree is an enormous bearer,—the fruit ripening just after the 
Seckel; keeps remarkably well, retaining its flavor and quality to 
the last, 


WORDEN-SECKEL., 
Originated by S. Worden, the originator of the Worden Grape, and is now boing 
propagated by Smiths & Powell, of Syracuse, N. Y. Itisa seedling ofthe Seckel. 
The flesh is a dull white, very juicy, buttery, meluing, fine grained, with a flavor 
and aroma fully equal to that of its distincnished parent, and which it far surpasses 
in size, beauty, and keeping qualities. Itripens early in October, and can be 


kept in good eating condition until December. It bearsin clusters, as seen in cut 
Which is no exaggeration of its size or beauty. 
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It is free from the tendency to decay at the core, even when left 
on the tree until fully ripe. 

The testimonials which have voluntarily been sent to us, by the 
leading pomologists of this country, regarding the merits of this 
beautiful Pear, are so numerous that only a few extracts from a por- 
tion of those received can be given in a circular of this kind. 

We know of no other Pear which combines such high quality, rare 
beauty, and great productiveness, and probably no other has been 
received with such universal favor, or has called forth from compe- 
tent critics so much spontaneous praise, and so little criticism. 

The universal commendation, and high encomiums which have 
been bestowed on this new production, and the high standing, char- 
acter, and reputation of the parties making them, render further 
comment by us unnecessary. 

Please read and carefully consider the opinions of the most cele- 
brated critics and pomologists in America, regarding this remarkable 
Pear, as expressed in their own language. What more could be 
said! What higher authority could be desired ! 

We are now prepared to offer, for the fall of 1895, first-class Trees 
of the ‘‘ Worden Seckle’’ Pear, at both wholesale and retail,—both 
Standard and Dwarfs. 

Correspondence solicited, and will be promptly answered. 

Very respectfully, 
TEE SMITHS & POW ELE CO: 


904 West Genesee St., 
Syracuse. N=: ve 


Extracts from Letters Received. 


E. S. CARMAN, of the Rural New Yorker, says of the Worden Seckel: ‘‘ A 
remarkable Pear. Half or nearly half, is a bright crimson, the other half 
a golden yellow. The flesh is a dull white, very juicy, buttery, melting, and 
fine grained, with an aroma even higher than that of its distinguished parent. 
It will be seen that it surpasses the Seckel in its beautiful color, in size, and 
probably in keeping qualities.’’ 


THos. MEEHAN & Son, in Weehan’s Monthly of October 27, ’92, say: 
‘“Many attempts have been made during the last half a century to raise seed- 
lings of the Seckel, which would be surperior to its parent ; but still in many 
respects this variety stands incomparable. This new introduction,—samples of 
which have been sent me by Smiths & Powell Co., of Syracuse, N. Y., is to our 
mind one of the best of the many attempts made to improve on its parents. 
While we do not regard the flavor as equal to the original Seckel, the fruit seems © 
to be larger, and in some respects handsomer, and judging by what we learn of 
the tree itself, is a better grower, and all these qualities certainly make it a 
valuable introduction. Aside from what we can gather from the fruit sent, is 
the fact of its indorsement by the firm above named. ‘There are few fruit 
growers in the United States who have paid so much attention to the Pear as 
the members of this firm, and they know a first-class variety when they see it.”’ 


Mr. S. D. WILLARD, Nurseryman, of Geneva, N. Y., says: ‘‘I do not think 
there can be any mistake in denominating this the standard of excellence, so 
far as good eating Pears are concerned. Jam very glad that you are engaged 
in growing it, and the world will have the satisfaction of having a better Pear, 
when this is disseminated, than it has ever before known.”’’ 


Mr. GEORGE A. SWEET, Nurseryman, of Dansville, N. Y., says: ‘‘It is 
simply superb, and will take on gracefully all the objections you can apply to 
it. In my judgment it comes pretty near perfection,’’ and again ‘‘ My present 
experience with the Worden Seckel only confirms my previous estimate as to 
the superb quality of this new fruit. It seems to me to approach closely abso- 
lute perfection in the Pear. I am glad to know that you are propagating it, for 
it ought to be in the hands of every consumer in the land.”’ 


MEssrs. ELLWANGER & BARRY, Nurserymen, Rochester, N. Y.: ‘‘It is 
handsome, of excellent quality, like the Seckel in flavor, and will without doubt 
be favorably received by the public.”’ 


Mr. WILLIAM PARRY, of Parry, N. J. (Pomona Nurseries), ‘‘ The Pears were 
received in good condition. Size, 7 to 8 in. around, handsome, rich, yellow, 
thin skin, with faint blush. Flesh smooth, juicy, buttery, sweet, delicious 
quality, with pronounced Seckel flavor. If tree is vigorous and productive this 
should be a valuable Pear. Its season of ripening, after summer Pears are over, 
and the markets are comparatively bear of fruit, will be much in its favor, and 
its quality, size and attractive appearance are all that can be desired in a fine 
dessert Pear.’’ 


J. S. WOODWARD, of Lockport, N. Y., ex-Secretary N. Y. State Agricultural 
Society, says: ‘‘ The box of Pears was received. I tested them, and found a 
very beautiful, good Pear. Although rather small, they were good enough to 
make up for that.’’ And in the same letter: ‘‘ Mr. C. L. Hoag, of Lockport, an 
expert on flavor and quality, on seeing the fruit, and not knowing what they 
were, said ‘ A seedling of the Seckel, only a good deal better;’ and ‘‘In this 
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opinion,’ continued Mr. Woodward, ‘‘I fully agree, so far as my taste goes. If 
this Pear will only withstand the seab better than the old Seckel it will be a 
great acquisition, for as good as the Seckel is, I much prefer this for my own 
eating.”’ 


HoOoPER Bros. & THOMAS, of Maple Ave. Nurseries, West Chester, Pa., 
say: ‘‘The specimens of Worden Seckel arrived in good condition, October 
Ath. They were preserved wrapped in tissue paper until October 11th, at which 
date we found them colored to a beautiful lemon yellow tint, with a faint trace 
of russet, and slight red cheek. Flesh fine grained, with a very perceptible 
Seckel flavor, indeed almost, if not quite, as good as that famous old standard 
of excellence. Size, below medium to small. It must certainly prove a valu- 
able dessert Pear.’’ And inthe same letter James H Bull, of West Chester, 
Pa., says: ‘‘Itis very sweet and delicious, and one of the finest and prettiest 
little Pears I have seen fora long time, and in my estimation excellent asa 
dessert variety.”’ 


Messrs. T. C. MAXWELL & BROsS., Geneva, N. Y., Nurserymen and Fruit 
Growers: ‘‘We are very glad indeed to see and test the Pear. It is very 
handsome, remarkably juicy, and of good quality.’’ 


Mr. J. J. THOMAS, in Country Gentleman, says: ‘‘We have received from 
the originator specimens of the new seedling Pear, Worden-Seckel. He informs 
us that it is a seedling of the Seckel, but is a more vigorous grower, and that it 
produces its fruit in clusters. The specimens sent are slightly above medium in 
size, being nearly 3 in. long; flesh white, fine grained, buttery and melting, 
with a mild, and very sweet, pleasant flavor.”’ 


R. G. CHasE & Co., Nurserymen, Geneva, N. Y.: ‘‘The Pear is certainly 
very handsome, and exceedingly good.’’ 


LEwIs CHASE, Pres. Chase Bros. Co., Nurserymen, Rochester, N. Y., says: 
‘“The Worden-Seckel is a most excellent variety. Should set it down anywhere 
as a seedling of the Seckel. Itis very much like it. I would class this Pear 
as excellent in quality, very handsome, and should judge that the variety has 
come to stay.’’ 


PROF. I. P. ROBERTS, of Cornell University, says ‘‘ The Worden Seckel is 
certainly a very beautiful Pear. I consider this a very valuable variety, and 
well worthy of a place among the best in the country.’ 


Mr. A. D. PERRY, of Syracuse, Pres. of the Central N. Y. Horticultural 
Society, and Supt. N. Y. State Fruits at the Columbian Exposition, says: ‘‘I 
have to-day made a careful test of the Worden Seckel, comparing it with the 
old Seckel. The Worden is a pronounced type of Seckel, differing only in szze, 
and possibly a little finer grained.—It is aromaric, honeyed, fine grained, and 
delicious,—in fact, all that one could ask for in a Seckel Pear; and when we 
take into account its enormous size for a Seckel, I consider it a great acquisi- 
tion.”’ 


Hon. GEORGE T. POWELL, of Ghent, N. Y., General Sup’t of New York 
State Display at the Columbian Exposition, and one of the most distinguished 
fruit growers of the State, who was also Sup’t of the fruit department at the 
State Fair, at Syracuse last fall, says: ‘‘ The box of Worden Seckel Pears came 
to hand in good order. They are not only good in flavor, but very handsome 
in appearance. Coming as it does at a later period than the Seckel, its parent, 
with so much of good quality, will make it a desirable variety to grow, and it is 
another acquisition to our list of fine Pears.’’ And again he says, ‘‘ It comes 
in at a very desirable season, the fruit is rich and handsome in appearance, and 
is as good asit looks. In the introduction of new fruits I fully believe in giv- 
ing to the public the highest possible qualities, along with attractive appear- 
ance, and the Worden Seckel combines both. At the last State Fair, Mr, 
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Worden sent mea branch two feet in length, which had 20 pears upon it, show- 
ing a tendency towards great production, while the foliage was very rich and 
strong,—two strong points of especial importance in these times of greater 
difficulty in growing some of our finer varieties of Pears. I shall watch with 
interest this new variety.’’ The Oswego 7imes also says ‘‘Mr. Geo. T. Powell, 
in a talk on the best varieties of Apples and Pears for the Market at the Fulton 
Institute, pronounced the Worden Seckel ‘‘ One of the greatest acquisitions to 
the Pear supply of recent years.’’ He predicted that it was to become one of 
the most popular of Pears, and advised Pear growers generally to set the Trees 
for profit, as soon as they come into market. 


E. SmitH & Sons, of Geneva, who are Nurserymen, and extensive fruit 
growers, say: ‘‘ We received from you, some time since, a box of Worden- 
Seckel Pears, and the same we have kept in fine order up to the present writing 
(October 22d). We should class this Pear as No. I in quality and appearance.”’ 
And again, ‘‘ The Worden Seckel is of high flavor, and ripens in proper season 
to command high prices in the market. It is the right thing, in the right 


place.”’ 


MEssrs. HOOKER, GROVER & Co., of The Fruit and Farm Nurseries, 

Rochester, N. Y., say: ‘‘ We have tested the sample of Worden-Seckel Pears, 
and are very much pleased with both the appearance and quality of the same. 
It is certainly a delicious Pear, resembling the Seckel very much in quality and 
appearance. We consider it a most promising sort.”’ 


R. G. CHASE & Co., Nurserymen, of Geneva, N. Y.: ‘‘ There is no question 
as to the superior quality of the Worden-Seckel, and we trust it will prove to be 
one of the most valuable autumn Pears. The Pear is certainly very handsome, 
and exceedingly good.”’ 


Hon. N. H. ALBAUGH, President of The Albaugh Nursery and Orchard Co., 
of Tadmore, Ohio, says: ‘‘ The size is larger than Seckel, and the flavor fully 
as fine. It is certainly a great acquisition, and its lateness in ripening increases 
its value.’’ 


BROWN Bros., Nurserymen, of Rochester, N. Y., say: ‘‘ We feel confi- 
dent that the variety has a future. It isof the dest quality, and very handsome, 
just the thing for a dessert Pear. It is distinct from the Seckel, being larger 
and handsomer, and when well-known will be likely to supercede it.”’ 


Messrs. R. D. LUETCHFORD & Co., Nurserymen, of Rochester, N. Y., 
say: ‘‘ The plate which you mailed was received, and it is certainly a very 
fine thing. We have tested the pear and must say that it is of very fine quality, 
far ahead of the Seckel, and in fact one of the finest Pears that we have ever 
eaten.’ 


From the Vew Lugland Homestead: ‘‘ The Worden-Seckel’’ promises 
to be a very valuable addition to our already large list of Pears. It is usually 
as high colored as Clapp’s Favorite, and as handsome. In size it is much larger 
than the Seckel, but would still be called a small Pear. It is a heavy bearer, 
and having a rather tough skin should make a spleudid shipper. In flavor it 
is rich, juicy, and melting.’’ 


W. P. RUPERT & SONS, Nurserymen, Seneca, N. Y.: ‘‘ We pronounce the 
Worden-Seckel Pear excellent. It is well worth introducing, and putting your 
name at the back of it. It possesses all the characteristics of a desirable Pear, 
and we think it will always be greatly preferred over the Seckel.’’ 


THE ROCHESTER NURSERY Co., of Rochester, N. Y.: ‘‘ We must say that 
the quality is #77ze, and equal to, if not ahead, of anything in that line that we 
have ever tasted. When are you going to have them for sale?’’ 


